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A fundamental goal of psychiatry is to control mood and anxiety
in humans. Despite its importance, we have not yet elucidated the
brain mechanism of mood and anxiety disorders. It is thus critical to
systematically study the causal role of the emotional circuit in the
non-human primates (NHPs), whose brain structures are homologous
to humans. We introduced an approach-avoidance conflict task to
elicit anxiety-like behavior and identified a cortico-striatal circuitry
that causally generates anxiety states by combining multiple
physiological methods. We will further employ cutting-edge genetic
techniques and functional imaging to approach the structural basis of
“anxiety circuitry” in NHPs and humans.
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