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Telling your research story effectively
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Tip #2: Grant Writing is different from Academic i

What you need to convey is different

Past oriented Future oriented
Work that has been done Work that should be done

Zoom O o
-17:00 Friday, 30 July 2021

Theme-centered
Theory and thesis

Project-centered
Objectives and activities

Few length constraints
Verbosity rewarded

Strict length constraints
Brevity rewarded

Specialized terminology
“Insider jargon”

Accessible Language
Easily understood

Modified from Porter R, “Why Academics Have a Hard Time Writing Good Grant Proposals”
The Journal of Research Administration, vol 38, 2, 2007

Evaluation system: Same 4 reviewers evaluating in 2 stages

BEAE

Storytelling: Storyline structure to explain both views

“Hourglass” like structure

y Large scope
Large unsolved issue i

(Resonating theme)

Academic
Critical Problem Specific Importance
(Specific unmet needs) focus
Validity
Your Solution
(Unique & solid) Appropriateness

Large potential impact
(To science & society) Large scope

Modified from Scanlan C, “The hourglass: serving the news, serving the reader” Poynter, 2003
https://www.poynter.org/reporting-editing/2003/the-hourglass-serving-the-news-serving-the-reader/

Use the “Large-Specified-Large” scope to make your story
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